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A 

I 

LETTE  R,  @V. 

|@£59O60&  ^  ^  ^  G  E  E?  by  every  tye  of 
)S(  ^  5§C  affedtion  to  my  country  and 
MMMM  its  conftitadon,  animated  by 
its  glory,  and  rejoicing  at  its  fuccefles, 
I  could  not  without  fome  indignation, 
read  the  Letter  from  the  Cocoa-tree, 
Hot  without  forrow  recal  the  dangers 
which  our  conftitution  was  obliged 

to  weather. - In  fhort,  the  fadttons 

which  took  their  rife  in  this  fame  femi- 
nary  of  difaffection,  that  aimed  at  no 

lefs 


tefs  than  tearing  the  bowels  of'  out- 
country. - What  !  fhall  the  very  me¬ 

ridian  of  our  greatnefs  awaken  the 
long,  torpid  race  of  infedls  to  darken 
our  glory  ;  blight  every  riling  virtue, 
devour  up  every  employment,  and 
bu»  their  hateful  handers  round  the 


land  ?  Will  not,  nay,  mull  not,  every 
true  Englijhman  fufpedt  a  warning  that 
comes  from  luch  a  quarter,  and  from  one 
\vho  fo  avowedly  proclaims  himfelf  of 
a  faction  which  fo  lately  diftradted  his 
country,  and  aimed  at  no  lefs  than 
fhaking,  or  rather  overturning  her 

very  foundations  ; -  brought  her 

from  her  then  unparalelled  (ucceffesj 
ignominiouily  to  ftoop  to  the  molt 
fcandalous  ■■ —  that  is  upon  record. 


T  H  E  K  E 


' 

.  ■ 


TiIere  is  an  oppolition  forming, 
he  fays,- — It  milft  be  at  the  Cocoa- 

tree  ; - or  if  any  where  elfe,  muft 

he  meant  to  item  the  torrent  of  in¬ 
tending  fadtion ;  —  a  difeafe,  which 
tho’  moll  liable  to,  we  can  throw  off 
by  fhaking  ;  and  what  he  calls  a  form¬ 
ed  delign  againft  his  Majefty’s  inde- 
peridance,  can  be  no  more  than  the 
legal  exertion  of  our  native  liberty, 
which  remains  as  yet  unhurt,  tho’  not 
unfullied  by  the  prophane  hands  of  a 
“Jure  D ivino  faction . 


I 


As  long  as  our  ConfUtution  depends 
upon  a  due  ballance  of  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  and  the  mutual  nece'f- 
fities  they  have  of  one  another,  we 

B  i  '  fli  all 


(  4  ) 

fflall  ftill  remain  the  Uronger  for  the 
puny  efforts  of  a  baffled  party. 

Opposition  is  the  exercife  of  our 
conftitution,  like  Mufi,  it  creates  a 
fermentation  which  froths  and  frets,— 
but  mixes  until  the  fediments  and  foul 
parts  fubfide,  as  this  faction  did  upon 
the  glorious  acceffion  of  King  George 
the  Firft. 

f- 

The  Author  of  the  Letter  from  the 
Cocoa-tree  has  taken  an  unfortunate 
Hand.  Did  he  mean  to  delude  and 
blow  a  trumpet  to  awaken  diftinctions 
long  fince  buried  in  unanimity  and 
concord  ?  Few  will  arife  at  the  call,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe,  who  from  the  fferility  of 
their  own  foil,  are  invited  to  the  fer¬ 
tile  fields  of  Gojhan  j— — who,  under  a 

fecond 


(  5  ) 

fecond  Jofeph,  fettled  arnongft  us,  till 
they  are  become  one  of  the  fevered: 
plagues  upon  Egyptian  Records  ;  and 
to  whofe  fpleen  the  Author  of  the 
Letter  feems  to  have  attempted  facri- 
ficing  three  noble  characters. 

But  are  not  thefe  a  people  that  fo 
lately  have  difturbed  the  peace  which 
reigned  every  where,  and  railed  up  the 
haughty  creft  of  rebellion,  tho’  but  to 

be  crudied. - Baffled  in  their  open 

efforts,  may  they  not  attempt  a  furer, 
becaufe  a  more  dlent  way,  to  attain 
their  hateful  ends  ?  —  Has  treachery 
never  lurked  hid  and  unobfervcd,  till 
foftered  ha  the  fun-diine  ©f  favour,  it 
darted  up,  and,  like  the  ferpent, 
dung  the  bofom  that  warmed  it. 


But  to  return  to  the  Letter,  tfici 

Author  declares  an  avowed  intention 

of  three  great  perfons  to  command  the 

prcfint  reign,  and  dictate  to  their  fi¬ 
ve  reign,  and  yet  continues  with  the 

words,  humbly  to  inform  him  to  whbtti 
he  (hall  give  not  only  the  direction  of  the 
hub  lie  affairs,  but  even  his  private  af¬ 
fections  and  eft e cm  -,  as  if  an  humble  re-' 
queft,  that  his  Majefty  might  remove 
any  Coloflus  that  ftands  between  his 

t 

fubjedts  affedtions  and  him,  were  un- 
conftitutional,--  as  if  his  Majefty  could 
feel  any  other  affedcion,  when  fo  fure 
of  that  of  his  fubjedts.  What !  can  his 
private  partialty,  like  Aarons  wand, 
lwallow  every  other  ?  And  are  his  peo- 

I 

pie  nothing  in  one  fcale,  whilftacour- 

tief 


r 


- 


f.ier  is  in  the  other  ?  If  fo,  where  is 
our  confutation  ? 

Favorites  have  ever  been  the 
fcourges  of  this  kingdom,  which* 
when  heaven  has  punifhed  us  with,  it 
has  thrown  neglefted  by,  to  fay  no 
worfe,  they  are  toads  at  the  ear  of  Eve, 
which  the  ithureal  fpear  of  our  con¬ 
futation,  ftarts  into  devils.  It  is  an  old 
faying,  Serpens  nifi ferpentem  comederit 
non  Jit  Draco.  So  minifters  muft  de¬ 
vour  minifters,  before  they  become 
favorites. 

What  is  a  favorite  ? — A  burning 
glafs,  that  gathers  all  fhe  beams, 
(which  difperfcd,  might  cheer  and 
animate  the  world)  into  a  focus,  which 
lets  all  about  it  on  fire.  Minifters  have 

a  gra- 


(  8  ) 

a  gradual  rile.  Their  trials  are  heps, 
and  their  abilities  are  their  credentials 
to  the  people.  The  favorite  harts  into 
power,  or  lurks  behind  the  fcenes  of 
feftivity,  and  fkulks  into  employment, 
while  the  admiring  multitude  gaze  on 
a  monarch  whofe  throne  was  already 
circled  about  with  the  trophies  of  the 
once  formidable  power,  of  France. 

Accession,  efpoufals.  Coronations, 
and  acclamations  of  joy  arifing  from 
the  diftended  hearts  of  free-born  fub- 
iedls,  fheltered  the  filent  heps  of  the 
intruding  f — - .  The  talents  that  he 
rofe  upon,  like  Hilts,  make  his  gait 
more  awkward,  and  as  they  elevate 
increale  his  danger.  Folluntur  in  yll— 
turn  ut  Lapfu  graviore  ruant.  Fuji- 
mis  was  a  favorite  !  But  I  will  not 

lengthen 


(  9  ) 

lengthen  my  letter  with  analogies, 
which  like  companions  may  become 
odious  to  the  public,  and  irkfome  to 
me. — Pardon  this  excursion,  from 
him,  whofe  fentiments  were  dictated 
from  his  youth  by  the  true  lovers,  and 
the  ancient  aflertors  of  that  liberty ; 
which  the  flight  endeavours  of  an  in¬ 
toxicated  multitude  could  never  rob  us 
of,  and  which  they  in  vain  labour  to 
deprive  us  of  by  Health,  cunning  and 
craft,  encreafe  as  wifdom  fubfides,  and 
the  mole  that  works  under  ground, 

will  be  fure  to  raife  an  hillock,  fo 
that  we  may  trip,  though  not  Hum¬ 
ble. 

In  the  three  characters  the  author  of 
the  Letter  has  attempted  to  paint,  he 
has  unwarily  run  down  every  amiable 

C  feature 


( 
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feature  of  a  well  afifefted  fubjeCf,— he 
has  fpread  his  canvas,  prepared  his 
ground;  and  behold,  the- pictures  rife: 
could  not  humanity  footh  his  petu~ 
lance  ? — Is  age  then  no  protection  ? — * 
At  a  time,  when  every  artifice  was  put 
in  force ;  and  every  fcheme  planned 
to  overturn  the  aCt  of  fucceffion,  when 
churches  rung  with  nothing  but  peals 
of  difaffeCtion  to  our  prefent  glorious 
family  ;  when  every  ear  was  filled  with 
the  crafty  infinuations,  that  the  church 
was  in  danger,  and  religion  was  made 
the  cloak  of  faCtion  ;  when  almoft 
every  profefiion,  every  talent  was  de¬ 
bauched  into  ledition,  outrages ;  nay, 
when  the  very  nurfery  cf  our  youth, 
the  hallowed  feat  of  every  mufe  pour¬ 
ed  forth  all  the  atrabillary  prejudices  of 
falfhood  and  ignorance,  at  a  time, 

when 


f 


when,  even  the  guards  were  fo  model¬ 
led  as  to  inforce  the  hellifh  endeavour 
of  throwing  us  once  more  into  pafiive 
obedience,  and  non- refinance.  Jt  was 
then  that  the  true  patriotick-fpirit, 

warmed  the  aiTertors  of  Liberty,  and 
among  others,  that  noble  perfon  (firfl 

mentioned  by  the  author  of  the  Letter) 
who  exerted  every  power  to  keep  a  de¬ 
luded  people  from  putting  the  yoke  of 
arbitrary  power  upon  their  own  necks, 
and  poured  out  his  fortune,  with  a  full 
and  unwithdrawing  hand,  to  affert  the 
freedom  of  Old  England,  and  had  as 
well  as  his  then  affociates,  the  pleafure 
of  long  tailing  the  fruits  of  his  glorious 
adherence  to  the  real  interefts  of  his 
Country.— Can  age  make  him  fwerve 
from  principles  that  muft  be  now  con¬ 
firmed,  by  baoit  and  experience. 


To 


(  12  ) 


To  wilh  undeviatingly  the  good  ot 
our  country,  and  altercate  about  the 
means  of  ferving  it,  imply  no  contra¬ 
diction,  but  when  fuch  virulent  and  op¬ 
probrious  expreflions  are  ufed,and  luch 
unparalleled  abufes  is  call  upon  a  dif- 
Jenting  party.  I  dial)  always  look  up¬ 
on  the  authors  of  fuch  Libels,  to  be 
hirelings,  and  their  paymafters,  as  a 
fadtion.  But,  how  bold  mud  they  not 
be,  whofe  unbridled  licentioufnefs,  lets 
loofe  all  its  invenomed  and  daring  re¬ 
flection  on  characters  beyond  their 
reach.  I  own,  I  am  pleafed  to  find, 
that  age  has  not  palled  his  fpirit  into 
any  indifference  where  he  fees  toryifm 
exulting  in  the  overthrew  of  patriotifrn. 
No,  no,  the  author  of  the  Letter  would 

not 


.. 


not  mount  the  breach  ;  but  cautioufly 
avoid  the  danger  of  being  abroad  at  fo 
indecent  an  hour.  It  was  not  for  a  pen- 
fion,  which  he  fcorned,  but  the  glori¬ 
ous  motive  of  feeing  with  his  dying  eyes 
his  Kin?  revered,  the  houfes  without 

O 

faction,  the  people  rich,  and  the  mo¬ 
narchy  glorious  : — this  is  the  ambi¬ 
tion,  the  natural  ambition  of  him, 
•whofe  age,  whofe  experience  has  placed 
him  beyond  the  reach  of  a  Cocoa-tree 
pbfervator.  He  fcorned  popery  under 
the  vizard  of  orthodoxy,  and  with- 
{lood  flavery,  even  under  the  pomp  of 
loyalty.  But  it  is  with  fatyr,  as  with 
witneffes,  both  lofe  of  their  weight,  and 
are  apt  to  incur  contempt  or  punifh- 
ment,  by  averting  or  proving  too 
much. 


(  H  ) 


The  next  noble  perfon  he  is  pleafed 
to  call  forth  from  the  elyfium  of  an  un¬ 
jarring  confcience  whom  he  allows  to 
love  his  Country,  revere  the  conjlitution, 

4  *  ■  -  f  \  . 

and  to  be  an  enemy  to  violent,  precipitate 
meafures,  and  whom,  by  his  refigning, 
he  feems  to  think  the  peace  of  his 
Country  is  hazarded,  and  whom,  with 
the  meeknefs  of  his  junto  he  loads 
with  all  the  praifes  of  affedtion  and  re¬ 
verence  of  his  King. — A  character  he 
blends  with  the  infidious  turn  of  quit¬ 
ting  employments,  to  infult  the  fove-* 
reign  he  loves. 

His  virtues  he  brought  to  Court, 
and  are  fuch,  as  being  willing  to  keep 
them  unfullied ;  he  thought  it  expe- 


(  i5  ) 

dient  to  withdraw  from  the  contagious 
air.  But  what  muft  he  be,  who  can 
at  once  accufe,  and  acquit,  a  nobleman 
of  merit,  worth,  and  what  is  more, 
integrity,  by  alledging,  that  he  at  once 
loves  and  infults  his  King,  reveres  his 
Country,  and  embroils  it.  Will  it  not 
be  looked  upon  as  an  anfwer,  that  be 
has  quitted  men,  not  his  King, — mea- 
fures,  and  not  his  duty ;  and  only  af- 
fumed  his  higher  office,  and  mix  un¬ 
tainted  with  bis  untained  brethren,  the 
fureft  guard  as  well  as  the  greateld  or¬ 
nament  of  the  Crown,  the  nobility,  there 
to  check  the  pride  of  groveling  hire¬ 
lings,  and  difappoint  thofe  northren 
leagues,  long  iince  forming,  and  now 
openly  avowed,  of  alienating  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  public  towards  the  beft  of 

kings. 
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kings,  and  all  to  gratify  the  maws  ox 
thofe  all-devouring  ftarlings. 

The  Nobleman,  that  can  bear  the 
indignity  of  being  expected  to  crouch 
under  what  we  can  barely  call  another. 
--But  I  Will  not  face  that  way,— he  is 
himfelf,  and  might  well  fcorn  a  No¬ 
bility,  which  his  every  virtue  might 
have  purchafed. — He  has  quitted  the 
court,  but  to  ferve  his  King,  protedl 
libertv,  and  infpedf  meafures  >  anc. 
when  they  complain  of  difturbance, 
they  mull  mean  themfelves.— But> 
when  the  author  of  the  Letter  has  a 
mind  to  whirl  a  monarch  into  nonage, 
he  calls  from  his  retreat,  an  uncle, 
who.  Hinted  in  his  powers,  checked 
by  the  virulence  of  party,  obeyed  and 

retired,  how  bold  mull  he  be,  who 

calls 


I 
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calls  him  from  his  retirement,  as  far 
as  in  the  impotence  of  his  malice  lies, 
to  taint  his  unblemished  character  with 
ignominious  parallels. — Born  amongft 
us,  he  was  our  darling. — At  an  age, 

when  the  fplendor  of  a  court,  the  plea- 
fures  of  youth,  and  the  fond  indulgence 
of  a  royal  father,  might  have  proved 
obstacles  to  his  activity.  He  found  a  ■ 
Stronger  alurement  in  awaking  a  drowly 
army  from  idlenefs,  and  restored  that 
difeipline,  which  has  made  us  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  the  world. — Ignominious  far- 
cafm. — Richard,  the  third, — he  is  a 
William. — When  the  author  of  the  Let¬ 
ter  mentions  an  Oliver,  he  indulges 
rancor,  and  writes  in  the  full  fpleen  of 
Northern  difaffeftion. — He  cradled 
an  unnatural  rebellion.— -In  the  tears 
of  a  deluded  people,  I  can  fee  nothing 

D  hut 
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but  an  avowal  of  his  merit  and  patriot 
tifm. — Above  the  farcafms  of  a  fcrib- 
ler,  he  lives  fecure  in  the  confcioufnefs 
of  his  own  worth,  heedlefs  of  the 

i 

Little  Artillery  of  Cocoa-tree-writers. 
The  name  of  Officer,  may  ftrike  the 
author  of  the  Letter  with  terrors  be¬ 
coming  an  enemy,  not  us.  I  fhall 
end,  by  putting  of  him  in  mind,  that 

'writers  like  him,  wound  but  for 
health. 


They  may,  like  leeches  fuck  a  little 
blood,  which  cures  the  giant-body, 
they  would  kill,  then  bur ll  themfelves, 
with  fervile  fear. 


A  certain  Right  Honourable  Gen¬ 
tleman,  is  fuppoled  by  the  author  of 
the  Letter,  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  this 


(  ^9  ) 

fyftem,  which  he  injudicioufly  look 
upon  as  an  attempt  upon  all  that  is 
dear  to  us. — Can  we  forget  we  faw 
our  flag  infulted }— -the  ftrong  hold  of 
Minorca  wrefted  from  us.  We  faw 
the  enemy  greatly  feperior  in  India. 
We  faw  America  on  the  verge  of  ruin. 
—Braddock  and  his  army  loft— Many 
fortreffes  taken. — We  law  a  mighty 
armament  on  the  coalt  ot  France , 
and  alarmed  with  the  reports  of  a 
magnified  invafion,  and  were  united. 
Thefe  were  the  circumftances  that 
turned  our  eyes  towards  him,  who. 


upon  the  broad  bails  of  true  patriotifm 
built  the  noble  fuperitrudfure  of  con- 
queft  and  glory.  Upon  him,  who 
like  another  Scipio,  dildained  the  ti¬ 
morous  councils  of  defponding  Romans, 
led  by  too  phlegmatic  a  Fabiusj  got 

the 


^  m  '  m 
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die  command,  and  by  invafion  faved 
his  tottering  country,  and  added  a 
Carthage  to  it.  But  like  a  Carthage, 
have  ye  not  grumbled  at  fupplies  ? 

Has  not  the  prefs  groaned  with  fcurri- 
lity  ?  But  why  enumerate  the  various 
obftrudtions  ,6<?has  been  obliged  to  over¬ 
come,  who,  while  reaping  the  happy 
harveft  of  conqueft,  honor,  and  triumph 

for  his  Country  and  King,  had  the  in- 
ftdious  whifpers  of  undermining  fa¬ 
vorites  to  enccu  iter.  And  while  poor 
caly  man,  he  thought  your  fortunes 
ripening,  you  nipt  the  root,  and  then — 

Why  the  Spanijh  War  was  poflponed  ? 
Newfoundland  loft,  Halifax  in- danger, 

(Sc.  (Sc.  (Sc. 
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